
 

 

Points/Placings 

The North Carolina Ranch Horse Show Series is designed to demonstrate the versatility of the working 

ranch horse. To be eligible for high point in the cattleman divisions, you must compete in Conformation, 

at least one non-cattle riding class, and at least one cattle class. Points will be awarded in each individual 

class according to the placing received. High Point and Reserve High Point honors will be awarded at 

each show for each of the ten divisions. Year-end High Point and Reserve High Point honors will be 

based on the number of points received in the division placing through the season. The points awarded per 

class are based on a one horse, one rider combination. Horse and rider combinations are the only 

combinations entitled to points. Contestants may show more than one horse in individual classes but that 

would be a new combination and you must pay a separate membership fee for this combination. Points 

are not transferred from one combination to the other. In the event you have a sick/lame horse and can 

produce a note from your veterinarian, you may substitute one horse for a maximum of one show. Should 

you produce a note from a vet stating the original horse is unsound to ride for an indefinite time frame, an 

exhibitor is able to use one horse to replace the unsound horse. Each class will be placed 1st through 6th 

with 1st place receiving 6 points, 2nd receiving 5 points, etc. The point schedule listed below will be used 

regardless of the number of horses in a class. Should a tie occur at the end of the show or season, the High 

Point or Reserve High Point will be determined by whomever has the higher number of “firsts”.   

 

1st - 6 pts 

2nd - 5 pts 

3rd - 4 pts 

4th - 3 pts 

5th - 2 pts 

6th - 1 pt

 

Divisions 

The NCRHSS is split into 9 divisions, and ages are based on age at the beginning of the show year. All 

youth/amateur divisions may ride in open classes, but must pay for membership in each division to be 

eligible for awards in either. LTD riders may not ride in any class except LTD or GAYP pleases. 

 

10 & Under Horseman: contestants 10 and under showing in riding classes and conformation. Must 

compete in riding classes and conformation to be eligible for division high point. 10 & Under riders may 

not cross enter into any other division or class EXCEPT 17 & Under LTD classes and open GAYP. 

 

17 & Under Cattleman: contestants aged 17 and under showing in cattle classes, riding classes, and 

conformation. Must compete in riding classes, cattle classes, and conformation to be eligible for division 

high point.  

 

17 & Under Horseman: contestants 17 and under showing in riding classes and conformation. Must 

compete in riding classes and conformation to be eligible for division high point.  

 

17 & Under Horseman LTD: contestants aged 17 and under showing in W/J riding classes and 

conformation. May not cross enter into any other divisions or classes EXCEPT open GAPY. Must 

compete in riding classes and conformation to be eligible for division high point.  

 



 

 

 

18 & Over Amateur Cattleman: contestants aged 18 and over showing in cattle classes, riding classes, and 

conformation. Must compete in riding classes, cattle classes, and conformation to be eligible for division 

high point.  

 

18 & Over Amateur Horseman: contestants aged 18 and over showing in riding classes and conformation. 

Must compete in conformation and at least one riding class to be eligible for awards.  

 

18 & Over Amateur Horseman LTD: contestants aged 18 and over showing in W/J riding classes and 

conformation. May not cross enter into any other divisions or classes EXCEPT Open GAYP. Must 

compete in riding classes and conformation to be eligible for division high point.  

 

Open Cattleman: A division for those who ride/train equines or instruct lessons/clinics for monetary 

compensation, or for a competitor who has moved out of amateur status in other associations, showing in 

cattle classes, riding classes, and conformation. This division is also open to amateur and youth 

competitors. Must compete in riding classes, cattle classes, and conformation to be eligible for division 

high point.  

 

Open Horseman: A division for those who ride/train equines or instruct lessons/clinics for monetary 

compensation, or for a competitor who has moved out of amateur status in other associations, showing in 

riding classes and conformation. This division is also open to amateur and youth competitors. Must 

compete in riding classes and conformation to be eligible for division high point.  

 

Participation in the High Point and Reserve High Point Awards is voluntary must be declared BEFORE 

the first class of each division on show morning, paid for, and noted on contestants entry form. Once 

contestants have declared to compete for the High Point Awards, the High Point Award Entry Fee is non-

refundable. To be eligible for Horseman High Point Awards (day and season) a horse/rider combination 

must show in at least one riding class and conformation. To be eligible for Cattleman High Point Awards 

(day and season) a horse/rider combination must show in at least one riding class, one cattle class, and 

conformation.  

 



 

 

Tack Rules 

Bits/Reins/Bridles: In western classes, horses 5 years old and younger may be shown in a snaffle bit, 

hackamore/bosal (not mechanical), curb bit, half-breed or spade bit, or two-rein. Horses 6 years old and 

older may only be shown in a curb bit, half-breed or spade bit (or in the two-rein for one season). 

Chin/curb straps are required and must meet the approval of the judge, must be at least one-half inch in 

width, and must lie flat against the jaw of the horse. Curb straps must be leather or chain. Prohibited 

equipment in western classes include jerklines, tiedowns with bare metal in contact with the horse’s head, 

cavesson or noseband, martingales, training forks, tack collars etc. Horses must be shown in split reins, 

nylon or horse-hair mecates, or romal reins. Loop reins (roping/barrel reins, etc.) are not permitted, except 

in Ranch Roping. Alamar knots, get down ropes, and other traditional tack accessories are permitted.  

 

Saddles: Only western tack and saddles are permitted. Equipment with silver should not count over a 

good working outfit. Excessive silver on bridles and saddles is discouraged. It is suggested competitors 

use a breast collar and/or a rear cinch. 

 

 

Rules 

 

10 & Under LTD, 17 & Under, 17 & Under LTD, 18 & Over, and 18 & over LTD divisions may show 

two handed on a snaffle bit/hackamore in split reins or mecate in cattle classes only. There should be no 

two handing on a curb bit at any time during these events.  

 

Western attire is REQUIRED: Long sleeve western shits tucked in, belts, boots, western hat or helmet. 

Chinks, chaps, or armitas are encouraged. Other western accessories are welcome, including, but not 

limited to: scarves, bolos, wild rags, etc.  

 

At no time will abuse or any inhumane treatment be tolerated. This includes any tack deemed to be 

harmful by show management or the judge. Any abusive, vulgar or inappropriate behavior will be asked 

to leave the show grounds. 

 

Alcoholic beverages are never allowed IN or AROUND the immediate arena area, or on the grounds at 

Cavvietta Quarter Horse & Cattle Company. 

 

Hoof polish, braided/banded manes/tails, mane/tail extensions are not permitted. Trimming inside of ears, 

trimming the bridle path, trimming the muzzle, and trimming long facial hair and fetlocks is permitted but 

not encouraged.  

 

The following will result in a disqualification in any class: the use of two hands (except horses of 

appropriate age and riders of appropriate division using snaffle bit/hackamore), more than one finger 

between split reins or any fingers between romal reins (except in the two-rein). Lameness; abuse; 

disrespect or misconduct; illegal equipment; being asked to leave the arena by the judge for any reason 

judge deems appropriate; leaving arena before run is complete, fall of horse/rider; improper western attire. 

 

If a rule isn’t specifically stated, please refer to the AQHA rulebook, or ask the Judge of the North 

Carolina Ranch Horse Show.   



 

 

Conformation: Rating conformation depends upon objective evaluation of the following four traits: 

balance, structural correctness, breed and sex characteristics, and degree of muscling. Of the four, balance 

is the single most important, and refers to the structural and aesthetic blending of body parts. Balance is 

influenced almost entirely by skeletal structure. Horses will walk to the judge one at a time. As the horse 

approaches, the judge will step to the right (left of the horse) to enable the horse to trot straight to a cone. 

At the cone, the horse will continue trotting, turn to the left making a true “L” and trot toward the next 

cone placed before the left wall or fence of the arena. After trotting, horses will be lined up head to tail for 

individual inspection by the judge. The judge shall inspect each horse from both sides, front and rear. 

Horses deemed to be dangerous in the arena will be asked by the judge to leave, with no refund given for 

the class and no points awarded to the contestant.  

 

Showmanship: Designed to evaluate the exhibitor’s ability to execute, in concert with a well-groomed 

and conditioned horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge with precision and smoothness while 

exhibiting poise and confidence, and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body 

position. All exhibitors may enter the ring and then work individually or each exhibitor may be worked 

from the gate individually. When exhibitors are worked individually from the gate, a working order is 

required. The following maneuvers are considered acceptable: lead the horse at a walk, jog, trot or 

extended trot, or back in a straight or curved line, or a combination of straight and curved lines; stop; and 

turn 90 (1/4), 180 (1/2), 270 (3/4), 360 (full turn) degrees or any combination or multiple of these turns. 

The pull turn is an unacceptable maneuver. The judge must have exhibitors set the horse up squarely for 

inspection sometime during the class. The exhibitor’s overall poise, confidence, appearance and position 

throughout the class, and the physical appearance of the horse will be evaluated. 

 

Rail Classes: Ranch horses should be able to move freely with definition. Strides should be relative to 

that horse’s conformation, and should look effortless. Balance, flow, and cadence are sought after. The 

quality of the movement and consistency of the gaits should be noted. Using rein cues should not be 

penalized as long as the horse moves willingly and softly. Transitions, departures, and maneuvers should 

also be soft, smooth, and willing. Disobedience and tail wringing are thought to be unwilling. Horses 

should look confident, with good expression, and be alert and mannerly. Horses should be shown on a 

loose rein with but with light contact. Drape in the reins is not sought after. An ideal horse should be 

willing, alert, fit, and pleasurable with athletic ability. GAYP riders may jog, extend the jog, lope or 

extend the lope when asked to “Go as you please”, except in the LTD division where riders may only jog 

and extend the jog. In the Working Pleasure, except in LTD classes, riders may be asked to walk, jog, 

lope, stop, and back. LTD shall only walk, jog, stop, and back. In Working Pleasure class, exhibitors may 

be asked to extend any gait, or complete other maneuvers the judge deems fit to request. LTD will not be 

asked to lope or extend the lope. 

 

Horsemanship: Ranch horsemanship is designed to evaluate the rider’s ability to execute, in concert with 

their horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge with precision and smoothness while exhibiting 

poise and confidence and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body position. 

The ideal horsemanship pattern is extremely precise with the rider and horse working in complete unison, 

executing each maneuver with subtle aids and cues. The horse’s head and neck should be carried in a 

relaxed, natural position, with the poll level with or slightly above the withers. The head should not be 

carried behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be excessively nosed out, giving a 

resistant appearance. The following maneuvers are acceptable in a pattern: walk, jog, trot, extended trot, 

lope or extended lope in a straight line, curved line, serpentine, circle or figure 8, or combination of these 



 

 

gaits and maneuvers; stop; back in a straight or curved line; turn or pivot, including spins and rollbacks on 

the haunches and/or on the forehand; sidepass, two-track or leg-yield; flying or simple change of lead; 

counter-canter; or any other maneuver; or ride without stirrups. A back should be asked for at some time 

during the class. Judges should not ask exhibitors to mount or dismount. There is to be no “rail” portion 

of this class.  

 

Ranch Pattern: The purpose of the ranch riding class is to measure the ability of the horse to be a 

pleasure to ride while being used as a means of conveyance from performing one ranch task to another. 

The horse should reflect the versatility, attitude and movement of a working ranch horse riding outside 

the confines of an arena. The horse should be well-trained, relaxed, quiet, soft and cadenced at all gaits. 

The ideal ranch horse will travel with forward movement and demonstrate an obvious lengthening of 

stride at extended gaits. The horse can be ridden with light contact or on a relatively loose rein without 

requiring undue restraint, but not shown on a full drape of reins. The overall manners and responsiveness 

of the ranch riding horse to make timely transitions in a smooth and correct manner, as well as the quality 

of the movement are of primary considerations. The ideal ranch riding horse should have a natural ranch 

horse appearance from head to tail in each maneuver. Each horse will work individually, performing the 

required gait maneuvers and a minimum of three optional maneuvers.  

  

Ranch Trail: he ranch trail class should test the horse’s ability to cope with situations encountered while 

being ridden through a pattern of obstacles generally found during the course of everyday ranch work. 

The horse/rider team is judged on the correctness, efficiency and pattern accuracy with which the 

obstacles are negotiated and the attitude and mannerisms exhibited by the horse. Judging emphasis is on 

identifying the well broke, responsive and well-mannered horse which can correctly navigate and 

negotiate the course. Judges must walk the course and have the right and duty to alter the course if it is 

not in keeping with the intent of the class. Judges may remove or change any obstacles they deem unsafe, 

non-negotiable or unnecessarily difficult. Any time a trail obstacle becomes unsafe during a class, it shall 

be repaired or removed from the course. If the course cannot be repaired and some horses have completed 

the course, the score for that obstacle shall be deducted from all previous draws in that class. 

 

Boxing: The rider shall ride into the arena, face the cattle entry gate and signal for their cow to be turned 

into the arena. The cow shall be controlled on the entry end of the arena for a sufficient amount of time to 

demonstrate the horse’s ability to hold the cow. If the cow does not immediately challenge the horse, the 

rider shall aggressively move in on the cow to demonstrate his horse’s ability to drive and block the cow 

on the entry fence. 

 

Ranch Cutting: This class is judged on the ability of the horse to work a cow by separating it from the 

herd and holding it to demonstrate the horse’s ability to work the cow. A single cow is cut from the herd 

and the horse must demonstrate its ability to work the cow. The ideal ranch cutting horse should have a 

natural ranch horse appearance from head to tail in each maneuver. The objective will be to cut no fewer 

than two cows, but no more than three, from the herd and work the cow(s) with the assistance of two turn-

back riders and two herd holders within a 2 and a ½ minute time limit. Show management may ask for 

volunteers to be herd holders and two turn back riders, or exhibitors may supply their own helpers. If an 

exhibitor is a herd holder or turn back rider, he or she may use the horse that they are competing on, or 

use a different horse. Time will begin when a rider crosses a time line just prior to entering the herd. Time 

should not start until contestant crosses a pre-determined and marked timeline. The rider will then quietly 

separate his/her cow from the herd. Horses will not be penalized for reining during the cutting portion, but 



 

 

should display natural ability. 100 percent will be judged by the horse’s performance and natural ability. 

The following will result in a disqualification: scatter the herd; turn tail; failure to cut the appropriate # of 

cows; use of two hands (except horses of appropriate age and riders of appropriate division using snaffle 

bit/ hackamore), more than one finger between split reins or any fingers between romal reins (except in 

the two-rein). Lameness; abuse; disrespect or misconduct; illegal equipment; excessive disturbance of 

herd, being asked to leave the arena by the judge; leaving arena before run is complete, fall of horse/rider; 

improper western attire. A horse should not quit or lose a cow, change cow after specific commitment. If 

a cutter can do as much on two head as he can on three, the cutter working two head should have the 

higher score because he has not spent as much time in the herd. When approaching the herd a horse 

should never be set down hard. Walking or trotting to the herd is acceptable, provided the horse is taken 

up very easily before getting close enough to disturb the cattle. The horse should not display hesitation, 

weaving or reluctance to approach and enter the herd. When entering the herd the cutting horse should 

enter with ease, concentrating on the job to be done; not looking over the back fence or biting; he should 

be alert, but quiet, making no unnecessary movements that might disturb the cattle. The horse should 

enter the herd deep enough to show his ability to get one out. A rider may enter the middle of the herd 

from either side and go to the middle or back side and get the one they want. A rider may also go behind 

the herd and bring one out. The horse should stay a reasonable distance from the cow if possible, showing 

a great deal of expression but no illness towards the cow being cut. Illness is defined as biting, trying to 

bite, pawing, kicking and/or 86 charging. Facial expression and ear position should not be considered as a 

sign of illness. The horse should be on his toes, making counter movements to the cow regardless of the 

distance separating them. The horse should not rush or push cattle excessively in bringing one from the 

herd unless the cow turns around and tries to get back to the edge of the herd. The cow should be brought 

a sufficient distance from the herd toward the center of the arena, so that the herd will not be disturbed 

while being worked, and set the cow up. The loss of working advantage is not determined by the distance 

that a horse goes by a cow; it is determined by the response of the horse to the action of the cow. A horse 

should have no difficulty maintaining working advantage over a slow moving cow. The horse that can 

maintain a working advantage over a cow which presents a severe challenge shall receive credit. No 

penalty should be charged a horse which immediately regains position after going sufficiently past the 

cow to cause it to turn. There will be no penalty assessed for cattle leaving the herd so long as it is not 

caused by the exhibitor’s horse. An exhibitor may quit a cow when he obviously stopped, obviously turns 

away or is obviously behind the turn back horses and the turn back horses are behind the line. Exhibitors 

are permitted to hold romals and tail in one hand while holding horn with other hand. For any questions 

on scoring for Ranch Cutting, please refer to the American Ranch Horse Association Rule Book Section 

S-1. Herd Work.  

 

 

Ranch Roping: This is a judged event with a 90 second time limit. The rope must be thrown and the 

contestant may throw only two loops. Any attempt by exhibitor to trap, snare, or collar cow by holding 

onto the loop will be cause for disqualification. A second rope may be used, but the total number of loops 

thrown may not exceed two (2). The Honda on the rope used must be of a factory plastic breakaway 

design. Horse and rider must start from behind the starting line. Once the line is crossed, the contestant’s 

90 second time limit begins. Each contestant may have the option of a herd holder. The sole duty of the 

herd holder is to assist in holding the cattle at the working end of the arena, any assistance from the helper 

will result in disqualification of the contestant. The contestant must make a legal catch of the designated 

cow and dally. A legal head catch is a loop that goes completely over the cow’s head and the honda can 

be broken by any part of the cow’s body, but must go over the cow’s head first. When the cow breaks free 



 

 

from Honda, the Flag Judge will signal the end of the run. NO division may have their rope tied to the 

saddle horn. After catching, it is desired for the horse to remain facing the cow until the Honda breaks. 

The cattle in the herd will not be numbered, however, once a contestant throws a first loop at a cow, they 

must stick with the cow for which they made the first attempt. This class allows exhibitors to show their 

horses one hand in romal reins. Exhibitors are permitted to hold romals and tail in one hand. If exhibitor 

chooses to show this way they must enter the arena with reins in one hand and are not allowed to touch 

rein with off hand at anytime during the class. 

 

Sort-N-Pen: This class is designed to show a horse’s ability to separate a cow from the herd, hold that 

cow away from herd, then drive that cow away from herd and to pen it. This class is to be judged on the 

horse’s natural cow ability, agility and to respond softly to the rider’s cues to help rein horse into position 

to hold cow from herd, on the way to pen and to pen cow. Horse should display softness of handle and 

quietness in herd. Horse and rider should work as a team, seeming effortless to work together. This class 

allows exhibitors to show their horses one hand in romal reins. Exhibitors are permitted to hold romals 

and tail in one hand while holding horn with other hand. If exhibitor chooses to show this way they must 

enter the arena with reins in one hand and are not allowed to touch rein with offhand at any time during 

the class. If exhibitor comes in with both hands on the romals they are required to keep both hands on the 

reins, the way they entered the pen. There is a two and one half (2½) minute time limit. Time will begin 

when a rider crosses a timeline just prior to entering the herd. The rider will then quietly separate one cow 

from the herd and work the cow, with the exhibitor and horse showing their ability to keep the cow from 

the herd. Upon herd work completion the cow shall be driven to the opposite end of the arena and penned. 

A signal will be given at the one minute point to let exhibitor know that one and one half minutes remain 

to complete the run. A contestant will be disqualified if he fails to pen the cow at the end of 2½ minutes, 

if the cow returns to the herd after it has been clearly separated from the herd, or if the cow crosses back 

over the time/foul line when attempting to be penned. The contestant may have up to four helpers during 

the cutting portion: two turn back riders and two herd holders. The helpers may not assist the contestant in 

penning the cow. Herd holder/turnback riders are in no way to assist exhibitor once they have called for 

cow or have crossed time/foul line. In doing so, they could cause exhibitor to be disqualified. This is left 

up to the discretion of judge if he deems it excessive. The pen shall be placed on the side of the arena 

away from the herd. Cow is not considered penned until the horse enters the wing area of the pen and 

signal is given. Show management may use either g) Horse will not be penalized for reining during 

cutting portion but should respond softly to rider’s cues, showing wiliness to accept exhibitors directions 

as well as to display horse’s natural cow ability in controlling and driving the cow. A horse that can 

perform all task of this class on a loose rein with minimal help from its rider shall be credited accordingly. 

Show management may supply two herd holders and two turn back riders, or exhibitors may supply their 

own helpers. If an exhibitor is a herd holder or turn back rider, he/she may use the horse they are 

competing on, or use a different horse. All turn back riders and herd holders must have proper western 

attire. Failure to do so will result in disqualification of entry. For any questions on scoring for Sort-N-

Pen, please refer to the American Ranch Horse Association Rule Book Section R-1. Ranch Cutting. 


